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SU‘BJEG@: Air Conditioning Equipment
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1. This memoraadum contains a tecoramendation in paragraph
5 for approval\of the Director of Ceatr Intelligence.

AN

2. It appears obvious that there will be a substantial shortage
of air conditioning equipment for Agency office space. Applicable law
reads that, unless specifically so/provided, appropriations other than
appropriations to the Administrator of General Services shall not be
available for the pnrehige or idstallation of air conditioning equipment
in buildings in the District of;/!:elmbia or the area adjacent. There
are certain exceptions wh?.v.: { have been adequate to cover thoss neads
of the Agency for air cenditioning for special laboratories for scientific
and research purposes, zut there is no exception which allows procure-
ment of atr conditioning for reasons of personal comfort. This law
dates from 1942 and was reenacted with ameadments by the Congress
as late a® 1949, / N
. / / \

3. We have no specific ’rovil\ixgn in cur present appropriation
or in the budget for Fiscal Year 1959 for the purchase of any such
equipment. The/General Services Adminintration, which is the
normal procur /a{aw,at agency, states that dui\‘to lack of funds they
will be unable/to furzish us any air conditioning units this year.
Despite maintenance efforts, window uaits go out of service daily
and somae provide only feeble relief. Some areas occuplied as office
space hu7 no air conditioning. N

4. Some years age when the Agency had almost no air-
conditigned space, the problem of dismissal in hot weather and the
resulting intarruption of Agency activities became acute. 1952
we ed our problem to the General Counsel of the Compt ,\lar
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Genezral, and he said despite the brosd authorities in the Central
Inteiligence Ageney Act of 1949 be could not approve of procurement
of air conditioning equipment by this Agency out of funds audited by
the General Accounting Office unless the Congress specifically
approved. He said, however, that, in view of our problem, he

ve no objection to procurement out of Confidential Fends

uld assist us in resclving any guestion that' might come
up. Accordingly, we procurement in 1953 the maj 4ity of the window
uaits now lniaf ce. At that time, however, there were so concrete
plans for & CIA headquarters building, and consequently there was
o basis oa whith to estimate when our occupiincy of the temporary

buildings would cease, /

5. The tm\peztry buildings are Wwhere the main shortage of
sir conditioners existe ard, of course, Bre the extremes of discomfort.
There is no question that uniess we precure additional units there wiil
be some decrease of elﬁgzim, in the areas with no air cenditioning.
There will alse be considerable unhappiness on the part of those who
sccupy those arras. We gﬂd probably procecd on the same basis
a8 we did after our discussion with the Comptroller General's General
Counsel and it might be that ho oac wald raise & question. However,
the main difference is that now we see the probability of enly two
more summers in the tempmar\y buildings. The units by law become
the property of the General Services Administration and presumably
would be useful elscwhers when the temporary buildings are razed,
but we are presented with the question of speading CIA funds to
cool the areas for two summers after\which they would be of no
more use to the Agepncy. The intent M\Cm;nn is 20 cloar, that
we should only take such an utraordiuu\ry\ntap for the most
compelling reasons. All of us, I believe, are fully aware of the
waste aad di scomifort invelved in the course.of & hot summer, but
as a matter of p/dicy I recommend against itionul procurement
of air conditioning units unless congrassional approval is obtained
fer such an ﬁmammre.

/
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" Office of Logistics The recommendation in \\
" General Counsel paragraph 5 is approved N
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